
What do you feel is the Chamber’s role in the 
business community?  The Siouxland Chamber does 
a great job in being an advocate for all businesses in 
Siouxland, no matter how large or small. The Chamber 
really goes to bat for Siouxland in everything it does.

What do you enjoy most about living, working and 
playing in Siouxland?  Siouxland is the right size, 
with plenty of things to do for fun and entertainment, 
without the traffic and other problems that come with 
a bigger city.

What is your favorite memory/experience 
volunteering with the Chamber? I enjoy all of the 
ribbon cuttings the most, since I get to see the other 
Ambassadors and meet other area business people.

What would you tell someone considering becoming 
a Siouxland Chamber investor?  The networking 
opportunities, the strength-in-numbers that comes 
from being a member, and all of the other events, 
advertising opportunities, referrals, etc., make 
the Siouxland Chamber a great investment for all 
businesses.
 
What is on your bucket list? I would like to visit 
Australia some day.

Anything else you would like others to know 
about you? I’d recommend getting involved in your 
community in any way that works for you. You’ll feel 
better and help improve things for everyone!

Brent Ruch 
Vice-President, F&M Bank

Birthplace / Hometown:  
I was born in Estherville, but my 
parents moved to Onawa when 
I was very young, and I grew up 
there, attending West Monona 
schools. I graduated from Iowa 
State University as well.

One word others would use    
to describe you: Real

Motto or favorite quote: “Though we travel the world over to find 
the beautiful, we must carry it with us or we find it not.” 
                                             - Ralph Waldo Emerson

Main lesson you’ve learned in life:  Do your best, treat others as 
you’d like to be treated, and stay humble.

Other volunteer/community involvement: I am involved at the 
board level with Leadership Dakota County, Sioux City Parks & 
Recreation, and the Dakota County Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Favorite way to de-stress:  I like being outdoors the best. Going for 
Jeep or motorcycle rides, taking my two mastiffs for walks and to 
Bacon Creek. I am also a big sports fan, particularly for my Iowa 
State University Cyclones! And I always enjoy time with my friends 
and family.

What are you currently most excited about with your work/
career? I am the Compliance Officer for F&M Bank, which makes for 
a challenging, ever-changing career that I enjoy very much.

As a Chamber Ambassador, how have you benefited professionally 
and personally?  The networking and friendship building is 
invaluable, and seeing new businesses, or new additions to existing 
businesses, is always interesting and enlightening.


