
What do you enjoy most about living, working and 
playing in Siouxland?  Being a native of Sioux City, it’s 
about the people and the location. I often tell people 
that Sioux City is the best kept secret of all of the 
Midwest area.

What is your favorite memory/experience 
volunteering with the Chamber? The annual dinner 
with General Norman Schwartzkoff. The crowd of 
people and the speaker - the night was amazing!

What would you tell someone considering becoming 
a Siouxland Chamber investor?  
It is an investment in your business for continued 
support from a very resourceful organization.

What is on your bucket list? 
Travel-anywhere and everywhere.

Anything else you would like others to know about 
you? 
Don’t know what it would be, I’m usually a pretty open 
book.

CHAR HESSE 
Independent Living Marketing Director, Sunrise Retirement Community

Birthplace / Hometown:  
Sioux City, Iowa

One word others would use    
to describe you: Giving

Motto or favorite quote: From 
my grandmother, “If you lay 
down and wait for it to get you, 
it will, so just keep on moving 
and stay ahead of it.”

Main lesson you’ve learned in 
life:  It pays to be a good listener.

Other volunteer/community involvement: I do volunteer at 
Morningside Lutheran Church for ushering, lector and I am on the 
endowment committee. Volunteering opportunities are always 
abundant at Sunrise Retirement also.

Favorite way to de-stress:  I love to just be in the sun, when there is 
sun!

What are you currently most excited about with your work/
career? I’m excited about being able to help our senior citizens in 
Siouxland and the surrounding area start a new chapter of their 
lives by moving into a retirement community.

As a Chamber Ambassador, how have you benefited professionally 
and personally?  I have been an ambassador for over 21 years and 
it has given me the opportunity to see first hand, how Sioux City has 
expanded professionally and socially.  Attending ribbon cuttings, 
press conferences, annual dinner events, golf outings, new activity 
centers and parks has given me a great insight to Sioux City’s 
growth. Sioux City has many wonderful people to network with 
during these events.

What do you feel is the Chamber’s role in the business 
community?  The Chamber is a GOOD STRONG foundation for Sioux 
City businesses no matter how big or how small.


